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JAPANESE OCCUTATION OF

THE PHILIPPINES

v/ REOPENING OF PROVINCIAL
POSTAL SERVICE

by Eugene Garrett

“Instruction No. 4" dated February 21,
1942, “Instruction Concerning the Rz
opening of Postal Administration in the
Philippines,” issued by the Director Gen-
eral of the (Japanese) Military Admission,
specified that “Post offices located in
Greater Manila shall first be reopened
for public service; and gradually the sphere
for postal service shall be extended to
provinces.” 1

The reopening of postal service in Ma-
nila on March 4, 1942, is well known and
well documented. but virtually nothing ap-
pears in the literature to document the
reopening of provincial post oifices. Even
the total number of provincial post offices
io be reopened during the Occupation is
not known. Whatever total number of
provincial town postmarks is possible, the
scarcity of such material becomes imme-
diately apparent to the specialist attempt-
ing to form a collection. All are diffi-
cult to find. and those from the outer
islands are seen far less frequently than
those from the main island of Luzon.

in attempting to compile a list, the re-
cord is confused by articles which ap-
peared in the contemporary Manila pews-
paper, “The Tribune.” This newspaper was
of course, a propaganda vehicle for the Ja-
panese Military Administration, and all
“news articles” were screened by the Ja-
panese advisers prior to publication. There
is probably however, some degree of ac
curacy in these articles, and there is little
choice but to examine them carefully, in
the absence of other source material.

During the period from September 12,
1942, to Aug. 9, 1944, a total of 15 “news
articles” have been found which described
the reopening of post offices in the prov-
inces. The first article to provide a clue
as to the total number reopened is in the
edition of Feb. 13, 1943. This article an-
nounced. “6 more post offices reopened —-
in addition to the 69 already operating.'
However, another article appeared six davs
later in a page 1 story in the February 19
edition: “Four more post offices have
been reopened in addition to the 188
already operating.” This astonishing es-
calation was followed, less than two weeks
later i the edition of March 3, 1943, with
the announcement of the reopening of six
more post offices, “in addition to the 198
already operating.”

No explanation can be found to explain
the obvious discrepancies in these num-
bers. It is tempting to surmise that the

(Continue on page 12)

1974 (volume 1) no 1
1974 v1 nl1 (July)
1975 (volume 1) no 1 to 6 numbering restarted
1975 v1 n1 (January-February)
1975 v1 n2 (March-April)
1975 v1 n3 (May-June)
1975 v1 n4 (July-August)
1975 v1 n5 (September-October)

1975 v1 n6 (November-December)
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